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FARM VALUES AGAIN ADVANCING 


HE chart below shows that during 1960 farm values declined, but that 
this decline has yielded to a rapid rise during 1961. From March to July 


the rise averaged! percent. The highest rise in any State was in Florida, 
where the increase from March 1961 to July 1961 was 5 percent. The poorest 
showing in this period was in North Dakota, where the change was -2 percent. 


Only five States, however, showed a decrease, and five showed no change, 
leaving thirty-eight that showed an increase. 


The average size of farms in acres is shown on the national chart and on 
each State chart. Farms in every State have increased in size since the last 
agricultural census in 1954. In 1961, 46 percent of farm purchases resulted in 

| farm enlargement, and in the wheat areas this figure reached 68 percent. 


(cont. on page 622) 
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FARM VALUES BY STATES 
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(cont. from page 615) 
Many types of farming can only be done with expensive machinery, which is not 
justified on small farms. 


The map below shows the percentage change of farm values per acre over 
a one-year period from July 1960 to July 1961. The poorest showing on this 
annual basis was made by Indiana, and the best showing was made by Florida. 
All of the loss States are contiguous, with the exception of New Mexico. 


Farm sales have been lower than they have been at any time since the early 
1930’s, and the figures of the Department of Agriculture would indicate that 
during the past year there were probably not more than 100,000 voluntary sales 
of farms in the entire country. 
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